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It’s a Wrap!
2018-2019 Season Update

Clay Shoot

The fourth annual Indian River Citrus League River Fun Shoot kicked off on March 29, 2019 at 
Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee with nearly 80 shooters. The event continues to grow with 
more and more shooters. As you know, the funds generated from this event will allow the League 
to continue representing our grower base on issues impacting our industry.

We were thrilled by the generosity of Everglades Farm Equipment who sponsored our first 
Shot Gun Raffle of a Beretta, 12-gauge, A300 Outlander. We also had other great prizes for our 
Chinese Raffle along with a green bird 50/50 pot.

Annual Meeting
Our season kicked off by having 
Republican Gubernatorial Candidate Ron 
DeSantis, later becoming Florida’s 46th 
governor of Florida, as our guest speaker 
at our 88th annual meeting held on October 
23, 2018.  He briefed the crowd with his 
vision of the water crisis in Florida and his 
military background and how it will provide 
a strong base for his leadership.

Florida Citrus Show

The 2019 Florida Citrus Show marked 
another hugely successful gathering in 
Ft. Pierce January 23-24, which drew a 
large crowd for the two-day education 
program and trade show at the Havert L. 
Fenn Center in Ft. Pierce and presented by 
Florida Grower® magazine in partnership 
with UF/IFAS, USDA, and the Indian River 
Citrus League. See CITRUS SHOW pg. 3
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Learn more about Extinguish® fire ant baits at CentralAntControl.com or call 800.347.8272.

EXTINGUISH ANTS IN YOUR GROVES
Get proven results at a great cost per acre when controlling fire ants with Extinguish® baits. Extinguish® 
Professional Fire Ant Bait has a grower friendly label that makes control easy and convenient because it can 
be used everywhere fire ants colonize. Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait combines an insecticide with an insect 
growth regulator for use around non-bearing fruit trees. 

Extinguish® Professional Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use everywhere fire ants go 
• Sterilizes the queen/destroys the colony
• Economic usage rates 1-1.5 lbs per acre

Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use around non-bearing fruit and nut trees 
• Sterilizes the queen/kills problem worker ants
• Economic usage rates 1.5 lbs per acre

Always read and follow label directions. Extinguish is a registered trademark of Wellmark International. ©2017 Wellmark International.



MAC Project
With the approval for funding of the MAC 
project, work is moving forward on the 
grower-driven, 300-acre plus grapefruit trial 
comprised of 30, ten acre sites with the bulk of 
the acreage here in the River growing region, 
as well as numerous sites on the ridge and 
gulf growing areas. With the project in phase 
one, participants are getting their acreages 
readied for sites inspections so that the first 
round of reimbursements can be distributed 
to the grower. Trees, representing promising 
experimental grapefruit scion/rootstock, have 
been ordered and hopeful to receive those 
to mid to late 2020. If grower participants are 
ready for their site inspection, please contact 
the League office at 772-595-5026.

Food Safety 
Working Group
The League and the Florida Citrus Packers’ 
Good Agricultural Practices group continues 
to meet to insure industry compliance of the 
Produce Safety Rule. This committee has 
worked tirelessly to insure the fresh citrus 
industry maintains the excellent track record 
of safe, fresh citrus from Florida. Finally, Doug 
Bournique continues to serve, representing 
agricultural interests, on the Treasure Coast 
Regional Planning Council, the SJRWMD 
Governing Board, Indian River Lagoon 
Council, SFWMD Water Resources Advisory 
Council and the Advisory Committees for 
USDA Horticultural Lab and UF/IFAS/IRREC.

Pat Schirard, President of the Indian River 
Citrus League, kicked off the show by 
welcoming the attendees and highlighted 
activities that the League has been involved 
with to promote the viability of the Indian 
River growing district.

The big attraction for the show was the 
educational programs focusing on new 
scion and rootstock updates from scientific 
community. Other presentations touched 
on outside-of-the-box tactics people are 
trying in groves to promote tree health and 
yields. Educational sessions featured HLB 
and psyllid control along with updates on 
bactericides, nutrition and postharvest and 
new grapefruit scion and rootstock updates. 

The trade show was packed and sold out 
with more than 100 exhibitors. The floor 
stayed busy with activities and numerous 
giveaways and prizes throughout the event. 
Because of the government shutdown, 
there was a lot of last minutes shuffling of 
speakers that was pulled off flawlessly by 
Dr. Rhuanito “Johnny” Ferrarezi, Education 
Program Coordinator for the Show and an 
Assistant Professor of Citrus Horticulture 
with UF/IFAS.

The Florida Citrus Show is hosted in 
partnership between the Florida Grower, 
UF/IFAS, USDA and the Indian River Citrus 
League. The 2020 Florida Citrus Show 
is slated for January 22-23, 2020 in Ft. 
Pierce at the Havert L. Fenn Center. As 
always, kicking off the show was the Indian 
River Citrus League Banquet at The Club 
at Pointe West in Vero Beach. Next year’s 
banquet will be held on January 21, 2020 
at Pointe West. 

CITRUS SHOW con’t from pg. 1



Getting
Involved.
membership opportunities
Our Associate Membership provides 
opportunities to network with existing 
customers and potential customers 
by providing opportunities to sponsor 
events scheduled throughout the year.
Their partnership with our organization 
is important to us.
If interested in joining our organization, 
please contact the League office for 
further details.

associate members

Aglime Sales
AgroSource, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Blacksmith BioScience
Brown & Brown Insurance
Brown International Corp.
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Carter & Associates, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics, Inc.
Citrus Management Services, Inc.
The Crockett Insurance Group
Diamond R. Fertilizer Co., Inc.
Everglades Farm Equipment
Farm Credit of Florida
Florida Coast Equipment, Inc.
Florida Grower Magazine
Florida’s Natural Growers
Glades Crop Care, Inc.
Gowan USA
Helena Chemical Company
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Co., Inc.

Indian River Select
JBT FoodTech
John L. Minton, CPA
LidoChem, Inc.
Magna-Bonn II, LLC
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co., Inc.
National Bank of Commerce
Nichino America, Inc.
Nufarm Americas
Palmdale Oil Company
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Plant Food Systems, Inc.
PNC Bank
Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance
Saunders Real Estate
Thomas R. Summersill, Inc.
Syngenta
TradeMark Nitrogen Corporation
Tropicana Products, Inc.
Wellmark International
Yara North America, Inc.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2019 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event 
or the date when the loss is apparent.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent 
mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, 
bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers 
are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted 
to trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 
acres annually.

For more information, please contact your local Farm Service Agency please see the following link: 
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=fl&agency=fsa



CRAFT Status Report
By Mike Sparks

Florida Citrus Mutual

As the Florida citrus industry continues to fight against HLB, there is hope on the horizon with the 
development of a new grower-driven, large-scale field trial program known as Citrus Research and 
Field Trials, or “CRAFT program.” 

CRAFT will utilize a cost-share approach to encourage growers to implement management tools for 
new plantings, including grove design, planting preparation, pest management and post-planting 
production practices in 20, 40 and 100 acres blocks around the state of Florida. The program 
anticipates 2,000 acres of participating new plantings in the first year and 3,000 new acres in the 
second year for a total of 5,000 additional acres of Florida citrus in the ground by 2021. CRAFT will 
also have a program for resets. 

CRAFT’s acting program manager, Kristen Carlson, and Mutual Executive Vice President Mike 
Sparks are currently working with Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
staff to establish a Direct Support Organization (DSO) under FDACS that will become the CRAFT 
Foundation. Final formation of the DSO and the appointment of the new CRAFT Foundation Board 
of Directors is expected to be complete by June 30. 

“We are very grateful that Commissioner Nikki Fried has agreed to take on this critical program,” 
said Sparks. “She and her staff have been extremely responsive to the industry’s interest in getting 
CRAFT up and running in short order.”

Once organized, the CRAFT Foundation will further develop the program and begin distribution 
of program information and participant applications to growers in early September. Under current 
timelines, the application deadline for interested grower participants is expected to be October 
2019. 

Florida Citrus Mutual is continuing the push to secure funds for the program. A grant application 
was recently submitted to the USDA’s HLB MAC requesting funds from USDA. Staff is also working 
on additional revenue sources such as the CHRP program, USDA NIFA, and state general revenue 
funds that were allocated to the Citrus Research and Development Foundation for use in field trials. 
A Request for Proposals is anticipated from the CRDF later this month in regard to the 
$2 million available from state general revenue. A proposal in response by the CRAFT 
Foundation will be submitted for CRDF consideration. From these funding sources, 
it is expected that all program components, including reimbursement 
of certain grower costs, will be paid. 

“We have received excellent feedback from many 
potential funding sources regarding the CRAFT 
program,” said Sparks. “We are optimistic about the 
level of support that we are seeing, both from 
a financial standpoint and in terms of the 
program itself.” 

The CRAFT program is a work in progress, 
but there appears to be good forward 
momentum. 



Introducing the next generation of citrus protection and production.
 
In one unique product, Bullet HLB combines our legacy products’ EPA-registered disease 

control and advanced plant nutrition through innovative GroRX technology. This new 

formulation works systemically inside the phloem, it works simply with no additional 

additives, and works effectively at only 3-4 applications.

 
Bullet HLB is your one-shot solution for advanced citrus nutrition, 

protection and production.

800-343-7775 • P.O. BOX 775 • ZELLWOOD, FL 32798 • PlantFoodSystems.com

Bullet® HLB® is a registered trademark of Plant Food Systems.

EPA

REGIS
TERED

THE

ONE SHOT 
SOLUTION FOR

HLB CONTROL
& INCREASED 
PRODUCTION

42% LARGER FRUIT



Promotional & Sponsorship Packages
Plan now to partner with us and lock in some great deals to promote your business and some great 
networking!  Below are the League’s sponsorship opportunities coming up in 2020.

IRCL Associate Membership $300 annually

Newsletter Advertising Rates (Publication Schedule:  Sept – June)
Full Page – Color  $300 per month
 $225 w/ a monthly
 commitment thru June

Half-Page – Color  $200 per month
 $150 w/ monthly 
 commitment thru June

Business Card – Color $60 per month
 $50 w/ monthly 
 commitment thru June

Annual Banquet Kicking off the Florida Citrus Show – January 21, 2020

Platinum Sponsor (6 complimentary seats and custom recognition pkg) $1,500
Gold Sponsor (4 complimentary seats and custom recognition pkg) $1,000
Silver Sponsor (2 complimentary seats and custom recognition pkg) $500

IRCL Sporting Clays River Fun Shoot - March 27, 2020

Title Sponsorship (4 shooters and recognition package) $1,500
Shot Gun Sponsor (4 shooters and recognition package) $1,500
Lunch Sponsor (4 shooters and recognition package) $1,500
Cart Sponsor (4 shooters and recognition package) $750
Beverage Cart Sponsor (4 shooters and recognition package) $500
Station Sponsor (signage at 1 shooting station plus lunch for 2) $125

STEPHEN KOPPELMAN 772-360-8381
• Over thirty years of industry experience
•

•

•

•

www.cardeninsurance.com
SPECIALIZED RISK MANAGEMENT FOR THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY

We keep you growing...carden

Carden & Associates, Incorporated  Your ad could be here...
Call 772-595-5026

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details



Board of Directors Indian River Citrus League
Rusty Banack 
Quality Packers of Indian River 
Al Brown 
Indrio Brands, LLC
Emmett Evans 
Evans Properties, Inc.
Cody Estes 
Estes Citrus
Mike Garavaglia 
The Packers of Indian River
George Hamner, Jr. 
Indian River Exchange Packers

Tom Jerkins 
Premier Citrus
Kevin Koppelman 
Heller Bros. Packing Corp.
Greg Nelson 
Bernard Egan Company
Pat Schirard 
Indian River Select
Daniel Scott 
Scott Citrus Management

Alex Brown 
Indrio Brands 
Paul Genke 
The Packers of Indian River 
Alex Heller 
Heller Bros. Packing Corp.
David Howard 
Graves Brothers 

Alternates
Scott Lambeth 
Golden River Fruit Co. 
Jimmy Martin 
Bernard Egan & Company
Michel Sallin 
IMG Citrus
Jon Marone 
Premier Citrus

George Streetman 
Hogan and Sons
Ron Edwards 
Evans Properties 
Tom Mitchell 
Riverfront Packing Co.



Worker Protection Standard 
Certification
Train-the-Trainer & Certification Workshop 
Brought to you by UF/IFAS Extension and FDACS

Thursday, June 27, 2019 
8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
UF/IFAS Extension St. Lucie County Hurricane House
8350 Picos Road Fort Pierce, Fl. 34985 

The Worker Protection Standard (WPS) is a Federal regulation designed to protect agricultural 
workers (people involved in the production of agricultural plants) and pesticide handlers (people 
mixing, loading, or applying pesticides or doing other tasks involving direct contact with pesticides). 
You probably need to comply with the WPS if you are a: 

• Manager or owner of a farm, forest, nursery, or greenhouse; or 
• Labor contractor for a farm, forest, nursery, or greenhouse; or 
• Custom (for-hire) pesticide applicator or independent crop consultant hired by a farm, forest, 

nursery, or greenhouse operator. 

A key requirement of the WPS is that workers and pesticide handlers must receive pesticide 
training. The WPS Train-the-Trainer program is one route through which an individual can gain the 
knowledge required to become a WPS pesticide handler/worker trainer. During the training program, 
we will explore the topics a WPS worker/handler training must include, hear from a local FDACS 
inspector on the WPS requirements they need to see addressed, offer different methods by which 
to teach workers about pesticide safety, and learn about EPA's important recent changes to the 
WPS. We will also discuss human resource management, including the H2A program, farm labor 
contractors, and considerations for hourly and piece rate wages.

The class is intended primarily for pesticide handlers/applicators/trainers, agribusiness owners 
and managers, agricultural employees, human resource staff, crop consultants, and farm labor 
contractors. 

Register on-line at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worker-protection-standard-train-the-trainer-wps-
ttt-certification-tickets-62162849757

Registration fee of $50 includes materials, snacks and lunch. 
For more information, contact the UF/IFAS Extension St. Lucie County office at (772) 462-1660




