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River Fun Shoot 2017 
The second annual Indian River Citrus League River Fun Shoot 
kicked off on March 31 at Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee. 
Despite signs of nearing rain, the weather remained beautiful for the 
sixteen teams to begin the tournament with a shoot-gun start. 

Each participant shot 100 clays from 14 different station locations with 
one station designated as the green bird station for a chance to win the 
50/50 cash pot raffle. It was a lot of fun and it gave everyone an opportunity to 
improve their shooting skills. Everyone enjoyed a great lunch of Low Country Boil. Prior to the awards 
ceremony, raffle prizes were drawn with Bo Meador (AgroSource) winning the cash prize pot from the 
green bird raffle. 

Special thanks goes to John Martinelli, Valerie Waters (Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co.) and Deb 
Joneck (Florida Coast Equipment) for their help. Also to Quail Creek Plantation for their fantastic 
customer service in making sure that everything went smoothly.

Congratulations to the following winners of the shoot: Ladies High Overall award went to Robin 
Mixon; Runner Up Individual award went to George Winterling; High Overall Individual went to Layton 
Chambers; Runner Up Team award went to Anchor Point Solution. (Linda Jones, Dee Orr, Robin 
Mixon and Shawn Wisehaupt) and High Over All Team award went to Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice 
Co. (John Martinelli, Rooster Chambers, Layton Chambers and Travis Chambers).

Thank you to all of our Fun Shoot Sponsors for your support! Your involvement made it a success.

Next year’s shoot date is set for Friday, March 23, 2018 at Quail Creek Plantation. Please mark your 
calendars and if interested in sponsorship opportunities, please contact the League office.



Title Sponsors
AgNet Media/Citrus Industry Magazine
Florida Department of Citrus
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Company

Lunch Sponsor
Yara, North America

Cart Sponsor
Bayer CropScience

Beverage Cart
The Crockett Insurance Group

Supporter Sponsors
AgroSource
Egan Fruit Packing LLC

Gold Team Sponsors
Everglades Farm Equipment
Golden River Fruit Co.
Hightower Advisors
Indian River Exchange Packers

Team Sponsors
Chemical Containers
Estes Citrus, Inc.
Florida Coast Equipment
Nufarm Americas
USDA

Station Sponsors
Carden & Associates
Gowan USA
Palmdale Oil Company

Raffle Prize Contributions:
Bayer CropScience
Natalie’s Orchid Island Juice Co.
The Crockett Insurance Group

Thank you to all our Fun Shoot Sponsors!
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INTRODUCING CITRARISE WITH 
POLYWORX™ TECHNOLOGY.
New fertilizer blends for young citrus trees.

Howard’s new CitraRise fertilizers are a perfect blend of the 
industry’s top components, advanced Polyworx control technology 
and our years of expertise in citrus growing.

Our new family includes seven unique blends in 3-, 6- and 12-month 
release options, each delivering the optimum balance of nutrients. 
Exclusive Polyworx coating technology ensures uniform feeding and 
stronger root systems for healthier trees.

Backed by Howard’s reputation for quality and innovation, CitraRise 
is a game changer for maximizing yield and profitability.

Visit howardfertilizer.com to learn more, or speak with your Howard 
sales representative. 

800-899-3141



Update on Senate Bill 10:  Everglades Legislation 
as of April 10, 2017

Nicholas Abrahams 
Governmental Affairs Director

St. Johns River Water Management District

With the Legislative Session scheduled to Sine Die May 5, priority Everglades 
legislation continues to move in the Florida Senate. Senate Bill 10 recently 
passed its final Senate Committee last Wednesday (April 5). During the Senate 
Appropriations meeting, Senate Bill 10 was amended to remove all other 

environmental topics and deal solely with reducing harmful discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee. 

Senator Bradley’s amended legislation aims to protect the coastal communities from 
discharges by leveraging land already owned by the state of Florida. The adopted amendment to 
Senate Bill 10 strictly prohibits the state of Florida from the use of eminent domain, while aiming to 
achieve 240,000 to 360,000 acre-feet of storage south of Lake Okeechobee. Senate Bill is headed to 
the Senate floor and was placed on the Special Order Calendar for Wednesday, April 12.
Per Florida Senate Professional Staff, Senate Bill 10:1

•	 Requires SFWMD to develop a plan to provide a minimum of 240,000 acre-feet of storage 
through a deep storage reservoir and water quality treatment features, using the A-2 parcel, 
land swaps, and purchases. SFWMD may consider alternate configurations using the A-1 
parcel if a minimum of 360,000 acre-feet of additional storage can be achieved (60,000 acre-
feet currently provided by A-1 FEB).

•	 Requires SFWMD to use DMSTA2 modeling to determine the amount of acreage needed to 
meet water quality standards. 

o	 Directs SFWMD to negotiate modifications of lease terms on state and district-owned 
lands to make land available for the reservoir project.

o	 Directs SFWMD to negotiate for the acquisition of privately owned property if needed 
for the reservoir project through purchase or land swap.

o	 The bill terminates the current PRIDE work programs on state-owned land using inmate 
labor for agricultural work considering the high unemployment rate in the EAA for these 
types of jobs. This land would then be available to swap for any privately owned land 
needed for the reservoir project further minimizing any impact on agricultural workers in 
the EAA.

•	 Establishes timelines for achieving milestones for approval of the post authorization change 
report and requires reporting to the Legislature.

•	 Moves up the date for the EAA reservoir project planning study to commence if Congressional 
approval of the post-authorization change report has not occurred.

•	 Clarifies that ongoing Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) projects will 
continue to receive funding.

See BILL page 6
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Welcome Spring
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Daniel Scott
Scott Citrus Management
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•	 Authorizes SFWMD to begin planning and discussion with the owners of the C-51 Reservoir 
project to determine if the state should acquire or enter a public private partnership for this 
water storage facility that will add approximately 60,000 acre-feet of storage south of the lake.

•	 Establishes the Everglades Restoration Agricultural Community Training Program in DEO 
for stimulating and supporting training and employment programs, to match state and local 
training programs with identified job skills associated with non-agricultural employment 
opportunities in areas of high agricultural unemployment.  The bill expresses the Legislature’s 
intent to promote the implementation of the Airglades Airport in Hendry County and an 
inland port in Palm Beach County to create job opportunities in areas of high agricultural 
unemployment.

•	 Establishes a revolving loan fund to provide funding assistance to local governments and 
water supply entities for the development and construction of water storage facilities.

•	 Revises the uses of the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust Fund to include the 
water storage facility revolving loan program.

•	 Provides funding for the reservoir projects, including an authorization to bond funds from 
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF). The total cost is reduced from $2.4 billion to 
approximately $1.5 billion, half of which could be paid by the federal government. The 
amendment includes an appropriation of $64 million from the LATF for the 2017─18 fiscal 
year.

•	 Allows for funds not spent on the reservoir projects to be used for other Everglades 
Restoration projects as provided in Legacy Florida.

1.  Reagan. (2017, April). (Florida Senate, Committee on Appropriations). Retrieved from http://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/10/	 	 	 	
	 Analyses/2017s00010.ap.PDF 

BILL Continued from page 6
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New Approaches to Protecting Florida Citrus
By Ben Rosson

FDACS/Division of Plant Industry
Bureau Chief Budwood

In response to the dire situation that Florida 
growers are currently facing, the FDACS 
Bureau of Citrus Budwood Registration 
has identified an approach to decrease by 
half the introduction time of new varieties. 
The approach includes shoot tip grafting in 
combination with thermal therapy, limited 
biological indexing, and innovative laboratory 
testing. The most time-consuming aspect of a 
field introduction is the shoot tip grafting and 
biological indexing. 
Accelerated Budwood Clean-up Process
Shoot tip grafting (STG) is a procedure 
used to micro-propagate new varieties while 
simultaneously eliminating pathogens. The 
process takes approximately 2-3 months in 
vitro before a successful STG is established in 
the greenhouse. The STG tree will be grown 
out for 12 months, then biological indicators 
will be bud inoculated using budwood collected 
from the STG tree. The trees are then put 
through the process of biological indexing. 
These processes are extremely labor intensive. 
Traditional introduction methods take 12-18 
months before enough budwood is available 
from the STG tree to inoculate indicators. 
A typical field introduction in the program 
includes bud inoculation of 40 biological 
indicators. The biological indexing process 
that follows is typically 6-12 months. Although 
the same basic process of biological indexing 
will be applied in the new trial introduction 
approach, there are several aspects that will 
be altered to speed up the process and to 
provide more reliable pathogen detection. 
Rather than relying solely on biological 
indexing for symptom detection, highly 
sensitive laboratory testing including qPCR, 
double stranded RNA and cutting edge digital 
PCR and genomic sequencing will be used. 
As with traditional biological indexing, the 
indicators will be cut back to force flush and 
activate any potential pathogens that might be 

See BUDWOOD page 11



Learn more about Extinguish® fire ant baits at CentralAntControl.com or call 800.347.8272.

EXTINGUISH ANTS IN YOUR GROVES
Get proven results at a great cost per acre when controlling fire ants with Extinguish® baits. Extinguish® 
Professional Fire Ant Bait has a grower friendly label that makes control easy and convenient because it can 
be used everywhere fire ants colonize. Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait combines an insecticide with an insect 
growth regulator for use around non-bearing fruit trees. 

Extinguish® Professional Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use everywhere fire ants go 
• Sterilizes the queen/destroys the colony
• Economic usage rates 1-1.5 lbs per acre

Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use around non-bearing fruit and nut trees 
• Sterilizes the queen/kills problem worker ants
• Economic usage rates 1.5 lbs per acre

Always read and follow label directions. Extinguish is a registered trademark of Wellmark International. ©2017 Wellmark International.
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present. This allows for highly accurate sampling and eliminates the concern for uneven pathogen 
distribution. Symptom expression is no longer relied on to detect pathogens; instead, pathogens are 
detected by highly reliable laboratory testing. 
A total of eight indicators will be inoculated on two core indicator varieties, Etrog Citron and Madam 
Vinous sweet orange, which will allow for sampling from both hot and cool conditions. The reduction 
in indicators reduces the time of the biological indexing phase by nearly half. Also, by reducing the 
number of biological indicators, multiple STG trees can be tested per introduction resulting in a 
decreased need for increase propagations and lessening the introduction time by an additional 4-6 
months. 
The new trial introduction process is estimated to take approximately 12-18 months as compared 
to the current process which requires three or more years. However, there are several factors that 
remain out of our control which may significantly increase the new introduction time such as parent 
material with multiple infections and slow growing/non-vigorous varieties. The Bureau of Citrus 
Budwood Registration is optimistic that the new trial introduction process will give Florida growers a 
much needed edge in the industry. The program is dedicated to continuously searching for ways to 
optimize and create the most efficient and timely introduction process possible.   

New trial introduction process estimated to take 12-18 months, 
 compared to current process which requires 3+ years.

Escape Tree Permit
Another important step taken to mitigate disease impact is the creation of a permit process to allow 
for the propagation of “dirty” plant material that shows tolerance to greening in the field. This new 
permit is called an Escape Tree permit. While there may be many definitions of an Escape Tree, 
the definition used by the Department is:  a citrus tree in a grove showing a considerable level of 
resistance or tolerance to greening, while surrounding trees are showing decline. This is a limited 
permit which allows for the propagation of trees on a small scale while the material is going through 
the clean-up process so that it can be distributed. This permit allows for the planting of 10 continuous 
acres in the region where the tree is found. These trees cannot be propagated in the same area as 
commercial propagations. These trees will also be evaluated on an annual basis to determine if they 
are still a viable case for the permit. We believe that by temporarily allowing this type of propagation, 
we are using all the tools currently in our toolbox to help the Florida citrus industry survive.

Escape Trees show a resistance or tolerance to greening in the field and are allowed 
in small-scale propagation trials.

BUDWOOD Continued from page 9



Getting
Involved.
membership opportunities
Our Associate Membership provides 

opportunities to network with existing 

customers and potential customers 

by providing opportunities to sponsor 

events scheduled throughout the year.  

Their partnership with our organization 

is important to us.  If interested in 

joining our organization, please contact 

the League office for further details.

associate members

 3375 20th Street, Suite 110  Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-562-9664  |  info@thecrockeegroup.com

www.thecrockeegroup.com

Contact us today and see what The Crockett Group can do for you!

Helen Rattray Crockett, AFIS

A G R I B U S I N E S S  &  F A R M  I N S U R A N C E  S P E C I A L I S T S
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 O 25 Y!

Advanced Drainage Systems
AgAmerica Lending LLC
Aglime Sales
Agricultural Services International, Inc.
AgroSource, Inc.
Agxplore International, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Blacksmith BioScience
Brown & Brown Insurance
Brown International Corp.
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Carter & Associates, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics, Inc.
Citrus Management Services, Inc.
The Crockett Insurance Group
Diamond R. Fertilizer Co., Inc.
Ecostat, Inc. 
Everglades Farm Equipment
Farm Credit of Florida
Florida Coast Equipment, Inc.
Florida Grower Magazine
Florida’s Natural Growers
Glades Crop Care, Inc.
GLOBALG.A.P. North America, Inc.
Gowan USA
Hawkins, Inc.

Helena Chemical Company
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Co., Inc.
Indian River Select
JBT FoodTech
John L. Minton, CPA
LidoChem, Inc.
Magna-Bonn II, LLC
MetLife Agricultural Finance
Nichino America, Inc.
Nufarm Americas
Orchid Island Juice Company, Inc.
Palmdale Oil Company
Plant Food Systems, Inc.
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance
Saunders Real Estate
Southeastern Aerial Crop Service
Sundance Family Farms
Syngenta
Tropicana Products, Inc.
Vero Beach Chrysler/Jeep/
Dodge/Ram
Wellmark International
Wells Fargo
Winter, Bell Co.
Yara North America, Inc.



Looking for a way to reach our readers?  Why not try our newsletter that reaches our grower members, 
packinghouses, associate members and affiliated businesses that make up the Indian River citrus growing district.  
Our publication schedule is September through June and is distributed electronically.  Also, the newsletter is 
posted on our website of www.ircitrusleague.org.  If interested, please call the League office at 772/595-5026 or 
email at info@ircitrusleague.org for more details.

Ad Copy Specifications 

Fonts
• Please embed all fonts.
• Do not use artificial font formating; all formatting (bold,
 italics, etc.) must be done using stylized fonts.

Logos
• When submitting logos, convert all fonts to outlines.
• Preferred format: vector eps

Color
• We print in 4-color CMYK process.
• All pantone colors must be converted to CMYK.
• Black type should be made with 100% black.

Resolution
• Resolution should be a minimum of 300 dpi at actual size.
• 72 dpi images pulled from websites are not acceptable.
• Line art should be scanned at a minimum of 600 dpi.

File Format
• PDF files and InDesign files are preferred (collected
 output to include layout, linked pictures, embedded pictures,
 color profiles, screen fonts and printer fonts).
• Other file formats accepted:
 eps (Adobe Illustrator)
 tif (Adobe Photoshop)
 jpg (Adobe Photoshop)

Ad Size Specifications / Rates

• Business Card
 2.833 inches across by 2 inches down
 $60/month
 $50/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• 1/2 Page
 8.5 inches across by 5.5 inches down
 $200/month 
 $150/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Full Page
 8.5 inches across by 11 inches down
 $300/month 
 $225/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Bleed
 Please allow at least 1/8” bleed.
 Do not include printers marks.

• Please email all advertising materials to
 graphics@creativeprinting.net

Advertising Opportunities

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/595-5026

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/595-5026

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details

 
Richard A. Lewis
336-887-2651
ralewis@winterbell.com
winterbell.com

Interior Packaging for the Citrus Industry 
Specializing in Cell Pack and Layer Pads

CONTACT:

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/595-5026

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details


