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2015-2016 Season Wrap Up
Even though the industry faced challenges in 2015-2016 season there were some major accomplishments 
impacting our Indian River growing region that were achieved, and several of the successes impacted 
the citrus industry as a whole.

In September, in an effort to help its grower members and the industry with building grapefruit juice 
inventories, the League pursued a red grapefruit juice purchase by the USDA.  Finally on April 5, 2016, it 
was announced that the USDA plans to purchase up to $10 million in FY2016 funds of bottled grapefruit 
juice for its domestic food nutrition assistance programs.  This purchase of $10 million equates to 3.9 
million gallons or approximately 729,000 boxes, will substantially reduce grapefruit juice inventories 
and provide relief to the growers.  To ensure future purchases, the League hosted key USDA/AMS staff 
on April 7 to show the challenges of the industry.

In December, the League, in an effort to reduce its operating expenses and increase the value of the 
growers’ investment in the League, vacated its premises in Vero and relocated to the USDA Horticultural 
Research Lab in Ft. Pierce.  This move allowed a tenant to the lease building to help with the financial 
pressures being felt by the Indian River growers that support the League.

The 2016 Florida Citrus Show marked another hugely successful gathering in Ft. Pierce in January. 
Despite the rain, over 800 were in attendance for the two-day education program and trade show at 
the Havert L. Fenn Center with standing-room-only during many of the sessions. Also, the trade show 
was packed and sold out with more than 100 exhibitors.  It is becoming known as a “can’t miss” event 
for growers seeking the latest information on critical production issues.” The educational programs 
focused on solutions for HLB, including the latest in psyllid control, antimicrobials, genetic modification 
to resist disease, and thermotherapy. Other topics included canker management, new varieties, and 
marketing. The Florida Citrus Show is hosted in partnership between the Florida Grower, UF/IFAS, 
USDA and the Indian River Citrus League.  The 2017 Florida Citrus Show is slated for January 25-26, 
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2017 in Ft. Pierce at the Havert L. Fenn Center.  As always, kicking off the show was the 
Indian River Citrus League Banquet at The Club at Pointe West in Vero Beach.  Next 
year’s banquet will be held on January 24 at Pointe West.  

On March 19, the first annual Indian River Citrus League River Fun Shoot was held at 
Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee.  Each participant shot 100 clays from 14 different 
station locations.  Besides a green bird 50/50 cash pot raffle there were also fantastic 
raffle prizes that were given out.  Next year’s shoot date is set for Friday, March 31, 2017 
at Quail Creek Plantation. Please mark your calendars and if interested in sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact the League office.

On March 31, 2016, the League’s Production Committee hosted a meeting to allow the 
manufacturers and researchers of the three products, FireWall, FireLine and Mycoshield 
that were recently approved for temporary use on controlling citrus greening, to present 
information on their product and the best method to optimize its use.  Earlier in March, 
Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam issued a crisis declaration to EPA in 
order to help the citrus industry fight citrus greening thus allowing the temporary use of 
FireWall, FireLine and Mycoshield as the EPA finalizes its consideration of the Special 
Use Exemption.  

Effective July 1, 2016, the fresh citrus industry will enjoy another tax break.  A sales tax 
exemption for fresh fruit and vegetable packinghouses on equipment purchased, repairs 
to existing equipment and labor was signed and approved by Governor Scott in his 2016-
2017 Florida First Budget.  This effort spearheaded by the League, originated in August 
2015 and along with the help from Florida Citrus Mutual, House Speaker Steve Crisafulli 
and Senator Joe Negron resulted in this legislation being passed and signed by the 
Governor.  Indian River packinghouses were polled and their anticipated savings range 
from $5,000 to $15,000 annually with this exemption.  

The League continues to work on other issues as well, such as coordinating the USDA 
TASC grants that provide key research funding on Citrus Black Spot.  This research and 
other TASC grants keep our export markets open and free of non-tariff trade business.  
Also, Doug continues to serve on the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, the 
Indian River Lagoon Council, SFWMD Water Resources Advisory Council and the Advisory 
Committees for USDA Horticultural Lab and UF/IFAS/IRREC.
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Need a Customized Rootstock Selection?  
Our New Website Can Help
Steve Rogers (Ecostat, Inc.), and Bill Castle, Steve Futch and Andrew Persaud (University of Florida Citrus 
Research and Education Center)

One key decision in new citrus plantings is deciding which rootstock(s) are good choices for your situation. 
New technology we developed can now help remove some of the complexity in those decisions. In my Digital 
Citrus column from September 2016, I talked about the more than 20 different factors that can go into making 
a citrus rootstock selection. With 45 rootstock variety options on top of that, how do you zero in on the best 
candidates? You want to arrive at your decisions by focusing on a specific site, then take into consideration the 
performance of your trees on a particular rootstock at that site.

One way to make more sense out of the possibilities is to use a guide. The Third Edition of the Florida 
Citrus Rootstock Selection Guide is an updated version of the 2006 guide that can help you navigate new 
rootstock options now available. The technology we created to help with these decisions is an online 
version of that same guide. You can find it on the UF/IFAS Citrus Research and Education Center website at 
flrootstockselectionguide.org. This interactive version of the guide has three new features to help you quickly 
find relevant rootstock information. The first feature is an online edition of the guide itself (Fig. 1). 

Figure 1
Online view of 
the rootstock 
table section 
of the Third 
Edition of the 
Florida Citrus 
Rootstock 
Selection 
Guide. You 
can view the 
table directly 
or print out a 
PDF version for 
reference.

See ROOTSTOCK page 6



You can view the table directly or print 
out a PDF version for reference. The 
second feature is our new rootstock 
expert system (Fig. 2). Developed by 
Drs. Steven Rogers, Bill Castle, Steve 
Futch, and Mr. Andrew Persaud, this 
system uses artificial intelligence to help 
you find the best rootstocks. The third 
feature of the online rootstock guide are 
105 downloadable references related to 
each rootstock and trait.

Figure 2
Landing page for the new 
rootstock expert system. 
This system interviews you 
through a series of questions, 
and uses artificial intelligence 
to help you find the best 
rootstocks.

The expert system doesn’t replace the 
large rootstock table, but should be 
used alongside it. Once you navigate to 
the expert system page, it’ll ask a series 
of questions. It can reason through 
your answers to hone in on your best 
rootstock options. The expert system can help you in five main ways:

• Provide a measure of confidence that certain rootstocks are good matches for your site
• Allow you to easily test different rootstock planting scenarios
• Provide a “second opinion” regarding your initial rootstock choices
• Provide rootstock suggestions you may not have considered 
• Help you see that all rootstock options are considered

We posted a brief video to show you how to use the expert system, which you can find linked on the system’s 
first web page.

How does the expert system work? After you’ve entered information regarding your situation, it matches 
your inputs with the 900 factors in the guide, and provides a report with a ranked list of rootstocks that ON 
AVERAGE are top candidates for you to consider. The rankings are based on a Selection Score. This score isn’t 
a statistical value. Instead, it refers to a relative ranking of the expert system’s confidence that its suggested 
rootstocks are suitable for the site you described. The closer in value the Selection Score for a rootstock is 
to 100, the closer the match of that rootstock is for your situation. The expert system doesn’t store or archive 
information you provide, but you can print a copy of the report to keep handy.

So, visit the new online version of the Third Edition of the Florida Citrus Rootstock Selection Guide at 
flrootstockselectionguide.org. Try out all three sections of the guide to see how they work for you. The expert 
system is new technology that has a lot of potential for future improvement. But we’d like your feedback on 
how we can make the whole site better. With regard to the expert system, we’d be interested to simply hear 
from you whether you generally agree or disagree with the ranked lists it provides.
For more information about the online rootstock guide, please contact Steve Futch at shf@ufl.edu or Andrew 
Persuad at apersuad@ufl.edu or by phone at 863-956-1151. We’re also presenting a paper at the 129th Annual 
Meeting of the Florida State Horticultural Society in June 2016 if you’d like to know more details about how we 
created the technology (http://fshs.org/meetings).

Disclaimer: The information in this article is provided “as is”. The authors and publisher of this article disclaim any loss or liability, either directly or 
indirectly as a consequence of applying the information presented, or in regard to the use and application of any of this information, in whole or in 
part, for any purpose whatsoever. No guarantee is given, either expressed or implied, in regard to the merchantability, accuracy, or acceptability of the 
information. Dr. Steven Rogers is a well-known innovator of digital technologies in citrus. Thanks to Drs. Bill Castle, Steve Futch and Andrew Persaud at 
the University of Florida Citrus Research and Education Center for contributions to this post.
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Rusty Banack
Quality Fruit Packers of Indian River
Glen Barnes, Jr.
Barnes Citrus
Alex Brown
Southern Fulfillment Services
W. Cody Estes
Estes Citrus, Inc.
J. Emmett Evans, III
Evans Properties, Inc.
Michael Garavaglia
The Packers of Indian River
Griffin Greene
Greene River Packing, Inc.

Tom Hammond
Hammond Groves, Inc.
George F. Hamner, Jr.
Indian River Exchange Packers
David Howard
Graves Brothers
Tom Jerkins
Premier Citrus
Kevin Koppelman
Heller Bros. Packing Corp.
Scott Lambeth
Golden River Fruit Co.
Gregory P. Nelson
Bernard Egan & Company

Daniel R. Richey
Riverfront Packing Co., LLC
J. Brantley Schirard, Jr.
Schirard Citrus, Inc.
Pat Schirard
Indian River Select 
Daniel Scott
Scott Citrus Management
Robert G. Sexton
Oslo Citrus Growers Association
Trey Smith
LeRoy Smith, Inc.
George Streetman
Hogan and Sons, Inc. 
Rusty Varn
Varn Citrus

Board of Directors
Indian River Citrus League

Become a League Member
Did you know that we offer associate memberships to area businesses? By joining the Indian 
River Citrus League as an associate, you gain the opportunity to network your products, 
services, and information with our full membership.

Associate memberships have been established at an annual rate of $300 and include:
Invitations to association meetings and workshops
•  Subscription to our newsletter, The River Ramblings
•  Sponsorship opportunities, which enable your business to market its services directly to our 

grower and other associate members (newsletter, luncheons, Florida Citrus and Trade Show, 
Annual Meeting, Indian River Citrus League Banquet and the annual Clay Shoot to name a few.

•  Listing on our website (www.ircitrusleague.org) and in our newsletter

Contact the League office for further details at info@ircitrusleague.org or 772/595-5026

It’s a Wrap
This issue wraps up the 2015/2016 season, but will return in September with its first issue 

for the 2016/2017 season.  Remember, we have advertising opportunities in our 
newsletter.  Contact the League for further details and get your company name 
in front of our readers.  Have a safe and enjoyable summer!



Learn more about Extinguish® fire ant baits at extinguishfireants.com or call 800.347.8272.

EXTINGUISH ANTS IN YOUR GROVES
Get proven results at a great cost per acre when controlling fire ants with Extinguish® baits. Extinguish® 
Professional Fire Ant Bait has a grower friendly label that makes control easy and convenient because 
it can be used everywhere fire ants colonize. Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait combines an insecticide 
with an insect growth regulator for use around non-bearing fruit trees. 

Extinguish® Professional Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use everywhere fire ants go 
• Sterilizes the queen/destroys the colony
• Economic usage rates 1-1.5 lbs per acre

Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use around non-bearing fruit and nut trees 
• Sterilizes the queen/kills problem worker ants
• Economic usage rates 1.5 lbs per acre

Always read and follow label directions. Extinguish is a registered trademark of Wellmark International. ©2015 Wellmark International.



 3375 20th Street, Suite 110  Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-562-9664  |  info@thecrockeegroup.com

www.thecrockeegroup.com

Contact us today and see what The Crockett Group can do for you!

Helen Rattray Crockett, AFIS

A G R I B U S I N E S S  &  F A R M  I N S U R A N C E  S P E C I A L I S T S
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Large Acreage Real Estate Specialists 
Focusing on Agricultural & Transitional Properties Throughout Florida 

W.C. “Boo” Graves 
Broker Associate, Realtor 
(772) 473-1677 
wgraves@saundersrealestate.com 

Jeff Cusson, CCIM 
Sales Associate, Realtor 
(772) 473-8497 
jeff@saundersrealestate.com 

  Treasure Coast Ranch Grove 
248 +/- Acres 

 • Red & White GF • Mur • Ham, Val, Nav Oranges 
 

Ashland Grove 
187 +/- Acres 

 •  Strong Producing • Red Grapefruit  
 

        Trowbridge Grove 
                 41 +/- Acres  

 •  Mineola Tangelos  • Development Potential 

Sample Listings 

www.SaundersRealEstate.com 

Vero West Grove 
114 +/- Acres 

• White Grapefruit • Red Grapefruit  
 

Lambeth Grove-Under Contract! 
308 +/- Acres 

 •  White Grapefruit • Red Grapefruit  
 

Johnston Grove 
 72 +/- Acres  

 •  Red Grapefruit • Valencia Orange •Navel Orange 



CITRUS MIX BLOOM SPRAY
AP(ADVANCED PERFORMANCE)

800-277-4950

Order Today from CPS, Griffin Fertilizer,
Triangle Chemical or call:

Chemica lDynamics .com    Plant City, Florida

Since 1973

®
MICRONUTRIENTS FOR CITRUS

Looking for a way to reach our readers?  Why not try our newsletter that reaches our grower members, 
packinghouses, associate members and affiliated businesses that make up the Indian River citrus growing district.  
Our publication schedule is September through June and is distributed electronically.  Also, the newsletter is 
posted on our website of www.ircitrusleague.org.  If interested, please give Karen a call at the League office at 
772/562-2728 or email at info@ircitrusleague.org for more details.

Ad Copy Specifications 

Fonts
• Please embed all fonts.
• Do not use artificial font formating; all formatting (bold,
 italics, etc.) must be done using stylized fonts.

Logos
• When submitting logos, convert all fonts to outlines.
• Preferred format: vector eps

Color
• We print in 4-color CMYK process.
• All pantone colors must be converted to CMYK.
• Black type should be made with 100% black.

Resolution
• Resolution should be a minimum of 300 dpi at actual size.
• 72 dpi images pulled from websites are not acceptable.
• Line art should be scanned at a minimum of 600 dpi.

File Format
• PDF files and InDesign files are preferred (collected
 output to include layout, linked pictures, embedded pictures,
 color profiles, screen fonts and printer fonts).
• Other file formats accepted:
 eps (Adobe Illustrator)
 tif (Adobe Photoshop)
 jpg (Adobe Photoshop)

Ad Size Specifications / Rates

• Business Card
 2.833 inches across by 2 inches down
 $60/month
 $50/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• 1/2 Page
 8.5 inches across by 5.5 inches down
 $200/month 
 $150/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Full Page
 8.5 inches across by 11 inches down
 $300/month 
 $225/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Bleed
 Please allow at least 1/8” bleed.
 Do not include printers marks.

• Please email all advertising materials to
 graphics@creativeprinting.net

Advertising Opportunities

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/562-2728

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/562-2728

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details



Getting
Involved.
membership opportunities

Our Associate Membership provides 

opportunities to network with existing 

customers and potential customers 

by providing opportunities to sponsor 

events scheduled throughout the year.  

Their partnership with our organization 

is important to us.  If interested in 

joining our organization, please contact 

the League office for further details.

associate members

Aglime Sales
Agricultural Services International, Inc.
AgroSource, Inc.
Agxplore International, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Brown & Brown Insurance
Brown International Corp.
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Carter & Associates, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics, Inc.
The Crockett Insurance Group
Diamond R. Fertilizer Co., Inc.
Ecostat, Inc. 
Everglades Farm Equipment
Farm Credit of Florida
Ferrellgas
Florida Coast Equipment, Inc.
Florida Grower Magazine
Florida’s Natural Growers
Glades Crop Care, Inc.
GLOBALG.A.P. North America, Inc.
Gowan USA
Helena Chemical Company
HESCO
Indian River Select
JBT FoodTech

John L. Minton, CPA
Kahn Citrus Management, LLC
LidoChem, Inc.
Magna-Bonn II, LLC
Marrone Bio Innovations
MetLife Agricultural Finance
Monsanto BioAg
Orchid Island Juice Company, Inc.
Oro Agri
Palmdale Oil Company
Plant Food Systems, Inc.
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance
Southeastern Aerial Crop Service
SSI Petroleum
Stallings Crop Insurance Company
Sundance Family Farms
Sunniland Aircraft
Syngenta
Tropicana Products, Inc.
US Citrus, LLC
Vero Beach Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge/Ram
Wellmark International
Wells Fargo
Winter, Bell Co.
Yara North America, Inc.


