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Utilization and Effectiveness of CHMAs 
Brandon Page

CHMA Program Coordinator, University of Florida, IFAS, CREC
863-956-8653, bpage@ufl.edu

The establishment of Citrus Health Management Areas (CHMA) in Florida began in 2007. Since that 
time, the number of CHMAs statewide has grown from seven to 55 CHMAs. The east coast citrus 
producing area of Florida, from Indian River County south to St. Lucie County, Okeechobee County, 
and Martin County, became the most recent region to establish CHMAs. Prior to the establishment 
of CHMAs in this region, the United States Department of Agriculture and the Florida Department 
of Agriculture maintained a constant survey of Asian citrus psyllid populations throughout the four 
counties. The same scouting procedure is still in place today.

Last year, growers in the Indian River production area began to discuss the need for CHMAs. It was a 
group effort of meetings and open discussion that lead to the establishment of CHMAs on the river. 
The four previous mentioned counties were divided into seven individual CHMAs; Indian River North, 
Indian River South, 95 East, St. Lucie East, St. Lucie West, St. Lucie South, and Okeechobee. The new 
CHMAs were designed with input from growers, scientists, and other industry professionals with the 
intention of maximizing the effectiveness of each CHMA. 

Moving forward, all commercial citrus growers need to keep ACP 
management as one of the top priorities in their production plan. 

The best way to limit the exposure of HLB to trees in any grove is to 
control ACP. The best management we have for ACP control is the 

area wide management strategies of the CHMA program.
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To maximize the effectiveness of each CHMA, there are three primary aspects that need 
to be front and center. The first is leadership within the CHMA. Each CHMA needs a 
leader who is willing to help facilitate the activities of the CHMA. Examples of the activities 
would be planning grower meetings, organizing aerial applicators, and recruiting non-
participating growers to join the coordinated effort. Second, would be communication. 
Growers in successful CHMAs are in constant communication about current production 
practices occurring in the grove and what future events are planned (coordinated 
sprays). Some companies and individuals have begun to release private scouting data to 
other members of the CHMA in an effort to facilitate more communication about ACP 
populations and needed control measures. Lastly, and most importantly, is participation 
in the coordinated sprays. A CHMA can have the best leadership possible and the best 
spray plan ever devised, but ultimately, it will be unsuccessful if the vast majority of the 
growers in the CHMA do not participate in the regional effort.

Within a CHMA, growers should decide when to perform coordinated sprays based in 
part on when psyllid populations are expected to begin increasing, but equally important 
is selecting times when the majority of growers will agree to participate. Once the timing 
is decided, a particular insecticide Mode of Action (MOA) for use should be determined. 
Using a common MOA will help reduce the likelihood of pesticide resistance developing 
in the psyllid population. Growers are free to choose which insecticide will be used 
once the MOA is agreed upon. The application method used is determined by each 
grower. Although most coordinated sprays will have an option for aerial application, any 
legal application method is acceptable. If a grower wants to apply additional materials 
(nutritional, miticide, fungicide, etc.) along with an insecticide from the agreed upon 
MOA, that is a decision for the individual grower. 

The importance of CHMAs and ACP control is more important now than it has ever 
been. Mature producing trees continue to decline due to the increasing severity of 
the HLB infection. It is important to minimize the chances the tree will be fed on by 
HLB vectoring ACP. At this time, it is not possible to eradicate ACP but it is possible to 
drastically limit their colonization in commercial groves. Through the years many CHMAs 
have shown the possible levels of ACP control which can be achieved with coordinated 
sprays. Along with protecting established or producing trees, ACP management is 
critical for new groves and resets. A newly planted tree will produce multiple flushes of 
new growth throughout the growing season. Minimizing the possibility that new trees 
will be infected with HLB can only be done one way, ACP control. The likelihood of new 
trees surviving to an age where they can produce a harvestable crop is much better if the 
tree is aggressively managed for ACP control. The likelihood of that same tree surviving 
and becoming profitable is even better if the grove the new tree resides in is a grove 
that is sprayed in a coordinated fashion. An individual or farm based approach to ACP 
control does provide suppression of the insect, but an area wide or community approach 
will yield far better results. 

See CHMA page 3
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ACP populations have been increasing over the past year throughout the state. In July 
2015, we saw the highest average statewide ACP population to date at 18 ACP per 
scouted block. That figure stood as the highest average ACP population recorded since the regulatory 
agencies began the statewide scouting campaign in 2011. April 2016 saw a dramatic increase in ACP 
population. The March 2016 average ACP population was 6.3 ACP per scouted block and that increased 
to 19.2 ACP per scouted block in April. Historically, there has always been a spike in population during 
the spring time, but the increase has never been as sharp as this spring (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Monthly Average ACP populations, 2012-2016.

Moving forward, all commercial citrus growers need to keep ACP management as one of the top 
priorities in their production plan. The best way to limit the exposure of HLB to trees in any grove is to 
control ACP. The best management we have for ACP control is the area wide management strategies 
of the CHMA program. 

Growers wanting to know more about the CHMA program can visit the CHMA website, www.flchma.
org.  The website has years of historical data, graphs, and instructional data growers can utilize. The 
CHMA Sectional Mapping Program is another great resource for monitoring the ACP population within 
your area of production. If you would like more information about the CHMA program, contact your 
local citrus extension agent (http://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu) or Brandon Page UF-IFAS CREC.

CHMA, Continued from page 2

www.ircitrusleague.org                    page 3                      

www.flchma.org
www.flchma.org
http://citrusagents.ifas.ufl.edu


BOB BOWDEN
INDIAN RIVER CITRUS GROWER
Robert “Bob” Bowden passed away on May 5 in Vero Beach.  Bob grew up in 
Lakeland and attended Florida Southern College with a Bachelor of Science 
in Citrus.  He was a “man of the land” who enjoyed fishing and hunting all 
of his life.  Bob was a farmer who over the years grew Indian River grapefruit, 
tomatoes cucumbers and peppers with Scott & Mattson, lemons in Devil’s 
Garden, grapefruit and oranges in Abaco and Andros, Bahamas.

Mr. Bowden was a member of various citrus organizations, and over the
years, he worked with South Puerto Rico Sugar, Fellsmere Farms, Gulf and
Western, Scott & Mattson, Leslie Scott and family. He served on the Board
of Directors of Seald Sweet and Orange Avenue Growers Association.



Governor Helps Citrus Industry 
with Approval of Line Item in His Florida First Budget
Effective July 1, 2016, the fresh citrus industry will enjoy another tax break. A sales tax exemption for 
fresh fruit and vegetable packinghouses on equipment purchased, repairs to existing equipment and 
labor was signed and approved by Governor Scott in his 2016-2017 Florida First Budget.

This effort spearheaded by the League, originated in August 2015 and along with the help from Florida 
Citrus Mutual, House Speaker Steve Crisafulli and Senator Joe Negron resulted in this legislation being 
passed and signed by the Governor. Indian River packinghouses were polled and their anticipated 
savings range from $5,000 to $15,000 annually with this exemption. 

A similar measure, driven by the League and the Packers starting in 2007, was successfully passed in 
2012 allowing for packinghouses to apply for sales tax exemption for electricity used for agricultural 
purposes. With these combined financial saving opportunities, packinghouses are receiving the benefits 
of the League’s efforts.

“This Governor has been very supported of our industry, especially after seeing the effects of HLB in 
groves during his 2012 tour in the Indian River growing district”, stated Doug Bournique, EVP of the 
Indian River Citrus League. “He understands the gravity of this disease situation and the impact on this 
industry”, Bournique continued.

The Department of Revenue will issue a notice to all packinghouses with a certain SIC code. For 
questions, please contact Kimberly Bevis at 850-717-7082.



Rusty Banack
Quality Fruit Packers of Indian River
Glen Barnes, Jr.
Barnes Citrus
Alex Brown
Southern Fulfillment Services
W. Cody Estes
Estes Citrus, Inc.
J. Emmett Evans, III
Evans Properties, Inc.
Michael Garavaglia
The Packers of Indian River
Griffin Greene
Greene River Packing, Inc.

Tom Hammond
Hammond Groves, Inc.
George F. Hamner, Jr.
Indian River Exchange Packers
David Howard
Graves Brothers
Tom Jerkins
Premier Citrus
Kevin Koppelman
Heller Bros. Packing Corp.
Scott Lambeth
Golden River Fruit Co.
Gregory P. Nelson
Bernard Egan & Company

Daniel R. Richey
Riverfront Packing Co., LLC
J. Brantley Schirard, Jr.
Schirard Citrus, Inc.
Pat Schirard
Indian River Select 
Daniel Scott
Scott Citrus Management
Robert G. Sexton
Oslo Citrus Growers Association
Trey Smith
LeRoy Smith, Inc.
George Streetman
Hogan and Sons, Inc. 
Rusty Varn
Varn Citrus

Board of Directors
Indian River Citrus League

WHEN J.B. EGAN SPOKE,
EVERYBODY LISTENED
Former, long-time budget chair for the League’s Budget Committee, J.B. 
Egan passed away on May 4, 2016. Egan began serving as the League’s 
Budget Committee Chair back in the 70s. He guided the League through the 
freezes and hurricanes with reduced budgets due to slashed fruit availability. 

“I recall during many board meetings”, said Doug Bournique, EVP of the 
Indian River Citrus League, “J. B. would present his budget report and 
recommendations, and no one challenged him or questioned him. His was 
always the quickest and thorough with his report and he would promptly 
leave the meeting with his Stetson hat in hand.” 

He was brilliant, when it came to finances and the League was very fortunate 
to have had the pleasure of his service considering the many organizations 
he served on.



Learn more about Extinguish® fire ant baits at extinguishfireants.com or call 800.347.8272.

EXTINGUISH ANTS IN YOUR GROVES
Get proven results at a great cost per acre when controlling fire ants with Extinguish® baits. Extinguish® 
Professional Fire Ant Bait has a grower friendly label that makes control easy and convenient because 
it can be used everywhere fire ants colonize. Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait combines an insecticide 
with an insect growth regulator for use around non-bearing fruit trees. 

Extinguish® Professional Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use everywhere fire ants go 
• Sterilizes the queen/destroys the colony
• Economic usage rates 1-1.5 lbs per acre

Extinguish® Plus Fire Ant Bait

• Approved for use around non-bearing fruit and nut trees 
• Sterilizes the queen/kills problem worker ants
• Economic usage rates 1.5 lbs per acre

Always read and follow label directions. Extinguish is a registered trademark of Wellmark International. ©2015 Wellmark International.



 3375 20th Street, Suite 110  Vero Beach, FL 32960
772-562-9664  |  info@thecrockeegroup.com

www.thecrockeegroup.com

Contact us today and see what The Crockett Group can do for you!

Helen Rattray Crockett, AFIS

A G R I B U S I N E S S  &  F A R M  I N S U R A N C E  S P E C I A L I S T S
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Large Acreage Real Estate Specialists 
Focusing on Agricultural & Transitional Properties Throughout Florida 

W.C. “Boo” Graves 
Broker Associate, Realtor 
(772) 473-1677 
wgraves@saundersrealestate.com 

Jeff Cusson, CCIM 
Sales Associate, Realtor 
(772) 473-8497 
jeff@saundersrealestate.com 

  Treasure Coast Ranch Grove 
248 +/- Acres 

 • Red & White GF • Mur • Ham, Val, Nav Oranges 
 

Ashland Grove 
187 +/- Acres 

 •  Strong Producing • Red Grapefruit  
 

        Trowbridge Grove 
                 41 +/- Acres  

 •  Mineola Tangelos  • Development Potential 

Sample Listings 

www.SaundersRealEstate.com 

Vero West Grove 
114 +/- Acres 

• White Grapefruit • Red Grapefruit  
 

Lambeth Grove-Under Contract! 
308 +/- Acres 

 •  White Grapefruit • Red Grapefruit  
 

Johnston Grove 
 72 +/- Acres  

 •  Red Grapefruit • Valencia Orange •Navel Orange 



CITRUS MIX BLOOM SPRAY
AP(ADVANCED PERFORMANCE)

800-277-4950

Order Today from CPS, Griffin Fertilizer,
Triangle Chemical or call:

Chemica lDynamics .com    Plant City, Florida

Since 1973

®
MICRONUTRIENTS FOR CITRUS

Looking for a way to reach our readers?  Why not try our newsletter that reaches our grower members, 
packinghouses, associate members and affiliated businesses that make up the Indian River citrus growing district.  
Our publication schedule is September through June and is distributed electronically.  Also, the newsletter is 
posted on our website of www.ircitrusleague.org.  If interested, please give Karen a call at the League office at 
772/562-2728 or email at info@ircitrusleague.org for more details.

Ad Copy Specifications 

Fonts
• Please embed all fonts.
• Do not use artificial font formating; all formatting (bold,
 italics, etc.) must be done using stylized fonts.

Logos
• When submitting logos, convert all fonts to outlines.
• Preferred format: vector eps

Color
• We print in 4-color CMYK process.
• All pantone colors must be converted to CMYK.
• Black type should be made with 100% black.

Resolution
• Resolution should be a minimum of 300 dpi at actual size.
• 72 dpi images pulled from websites are not acceptable.
• Line art should be scanned at a minimum of 600 dpi.

File Format
• PDF files and InDesign files are preferred (collected
 output to include layout, linked pictures, embedded pictures,
 color profiles, screen fonts and printer fonts).
• Other file formats accepted:
 eps (Adobe Illustrator)
 tif (Adobe Photoshop)
 jpg (Adobe Photoshop)

Ad Size Specifications / Rates

• Business Card
 2.833 inches across by 2 inches down
 $60/month
 $50/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• 1/2 Page
 8.5 inches across by 5.5 inches down
 $200/month 
 $150/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Full Page
 8.5 inches across by 11 inches down
 $300/month 
 $225/month w/ a monthly
 commitment through June

• Bleed
 Please allow at least 1/8” bleed.
 Do not include printers marks.

• Please email all advertising materials to
 graphics@creativeprinting.net

Advertising Opportunities

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/562-2728

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

FLORIDA’S LARGEST CITRUS CROP INSURANCE PROVIDER

Carden & Associates, Inc. | 888.296.7533 | www.cardeninsurance.com

Your ad could be here...
Call 772/562-2728

or email at
info@ircitrusleague.org

for more details



Getting
Involved.
membership opportunities

Our Associate Membership provides 

opportunities to network with existing 

customers and potential customers 

by providing opportunities to sponsor 

events scheduled throughout the year.  

Their partnership with our organization 

is important to us.  If interested in 

joining our organization, please contact 

the League office for further details.

associate members

Aglime Sales
Agricultural Services International, Inc.
AgroSource, Inc.
Agxplore International, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Brown & Brown Insurance
Brown International Corp.
Carden & Associates, Inc.
Carter & Associates, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Chemical Dynamics, Inc.
The Crockett Insurance Group
Diamond R. Fertilizer Co., Inc.
Ecostat, Inc. 
Everglades Farm Equipment
Farm Credit of Florida
Ferrellgas
Florida Coast Equipment, Inc.
Florida Grower Magazine
Florida’s Natural Growers
Glades Crop Care, Inc.
GLOBALG.A.P. North America, Inc.
Gowan USA
Helena Chemical Company
HESCO
Indian River Select
JBT FoodTech

John L. Minton, CPA
Kahn Citrus Management, LLC
LidoChem, Inc.
Magna-Bonn II, LLC
Marrone Bio Innovations
MetLife Agricultural Finance
Monsanto BioAg
Orchid Island Juice Company, Inc.
Oro Agri
Palmdale Oil Company
Plant Food Systems, Inc.
Peace River Citrus Products, Inc.
Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance
Southeastern Aerial Crop Service
SSI Petroleum
Stallings Crop Insurance Company
Sundance Family Farms
Sunniland Aircraft
Syngenta
Tropicana Products, Inc.
US Citrus, LLC
Vero Beach Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge/Ram
Wellmark International
Wells Fargo
Winter, Bell Co.
Yara North America, Inc.


